
    Valentines Day came early this year, 

as hundreds of students and staff 

flocked to school’s cafeteria to celebrate 

the holiday at our annual Valentine’s 

Day Dance.  

     Every February 14, across the United 

States and in other places around the 

world, candy, flowers and gifts are ex-

changed between loved ones, all in the 

name of St. Valentine. But who is this 

mysterious saint, and where did these 

traditions come from?  LMS Teacher 

Gladys Dunn researched a little of the 

history behind February 14th.  One leg-

end contends that Valentine was a priest 

who served during the third century in 

Rome. When Emperor Claudius II de-

cided that single men made better sol-

diers than those with wives and fami-

lies, he outlawed marriage for young 

men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of 

the decree, defied Claudius and contin-

ued to perform marriages for young 

lovers in secret. When Valentine’s ac-

tions were discovered, Claudius ordered 

that he be put to death. Today, we cele-

brate his memory with Valentine’s Day. 

    Art teacher Diana Ehlers has been named 

LMS Teacher of the Year.  

    Ehlers, an 11 year veteran of the school 

district, was one of four teachers nominated 

for the honor. Also nominated were Math 

teacher Cheri Caravano, Ms. Danielle Young 

and former honoree, Ms. Alicia Intromasso, 

who declined to be in the running this year.  

     Ehlers was chosen by a committee involv-

ing staff and former honorees, including for-

mer Teacher of the Year Ms. Intromasso, last 

year’s Paraprofessional of the Year, Ms. 

Emporelli, as well as Mrs. Sarah Johnson 

and Ms. Gonzalez. Vice Principal Rolston 

also assisted in choosing the Teacher of the 

year  

     “I am honored and flattered to be TOY 

this year. I am also humbled as I look at 

myself as a team player,” Ehlers said. “I be-

lieve in the students of Lakewood and I hope 

as an art teacher I can guide them to make 

positive choices in their daily life. I love my 

career as an art teacher and I am always 

proud of my students and their accomplish-

ments. “ 

    As an art teacher, Ehlers also works a great 

deal with Lakewood’s special needs popula-

tion and guided students in creating an art 

display called “Art and Autism” which opened 

this November at the Brick Public Library. 

Ehlers is currently working with these stu-

dents towards their next display, which will 

be coming again to the Brick Public Library in 

April. This display features pieces based on 

‘the characteristics of people with multiple 

disabilities’ and allows the viewer to visualize 

what life is like for a disabled person.  

    Many times, Ehlers said, students do not 

want to take art or participate because they 

think they will “hate it and fail.” 

    “Often, students who put up resistance leave 

with some sense of satisfaction, accomplish-

ment and appreciation because they did well at 

things they never knew they could do.” 

    Ehlers said her favorite part of the job is 

when she inspires “students in (her) class 

achieve success.”  
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Special by Darren Lee 

    The 7th Annual Souper Bowl took 
place on Friday Feb, 2

nd
, in the 

newly constructed Lounge 32 with all 
the trimmings. A total of 15 staff 
members entered the contest, bring-
ing their entries in Crock pots.  
     This year, cash prizes were 
awarded to the top 6 soups, and staff 
paid $4 to eat as much as they 
wanted and cast a vote for their fa-
vorite 

    For the event, Mr. Lee’s al-
ready colorful room was 
adorned with Christmas Lights, 
plants and chill music, ensuring 
a relaxing, friendly atmosphere 
for the much-anticipated event. 
There was a plethora of tasty 
chilis and soups to be sampled, 
which included Mrs. Tzour’s 
Moroccan Chili, busting out with 
bold flavor and hearty chicken. 
Last year’s Winner Mrs. Ross 
made her much-esteemed 
Chicken Tortilla soup, which 

placed again this year.  
    We had a total of 15 entries with 
Mrs. Moore's Crock Pot Lava Cake 
being totally devoured and getting 
some top votes! This year’s top 
choice was Creamy Onion Soup 
by Mr. Lee, a rich, thick, creamy 
concoction that Mr. Goldstein 
called "life changing.” 
    This year’s winners included a 
variety of soup, with many ver-
sions of Chili represented. Tied for 

5th and 6th place were Michelle Ko-
nar’s Zuppa Toscana and Tia Pad 
Soup with Shrimp. Fourth place went 
to last year’s winner, heather Ross, 
for her famous Chicken Tortilla 
Soup.  This years third place soup 
was Joseph Damico’s Dilly-Dilly 
Chili, with second place going to 
Terri Hatcher’s Chicken Chilli.  This 
year’s winner, event host Mr. Lee, 
shocked and awed those in atten-
dance with his Creamy Onion Soup.  
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Annual ‘Souper Bowl’ Excites the Taste Buds 

    LMS students had an exciting experience seeing 
the “Las Cafeterias Show” at Ocean County College 
Friday, February 9. The performance, which in-
volved music, singing, dancing and story-telling, 
gave the infraction-free students in attendance 
the chance to imagine a future in which different 
cultures complement and enrich one another. 
    LMS Staff member  Ligia Albanese got in on the 
fun and joined the performers on stage. “My chil-
dren make fun of me,” Albanese said, “because as 
soon as I hear music...I need to dance.” 
     Las Cafeterias are remixing, or modernizing, 
cultural, roots music and telling modern day sto-
ries. The performers aim to create a vibrant mu-
sical fusion with a unique East L.A. sound and 
positive message. Their Afro-Mexican beats, 
rhythms, and rhymes deliver inspiring lyrics that 
document stories of a community seeking love 
and justice in the concrete jungle of Los Angeles. 
     The performers took  time to discuss issues 
that are important to our students today, includ-
ing deportation.  Albanese said the presentation 
showed that “no matter what the struggle, we al-
ways have hope..” 
 

‘Las Cafeterias’  Depicts a Bright, Diverse Future 

LMS Staff takes a break from the rig-

ors of the workday in Mr. Lee’s 

Lounge 32. 

Soups sit and await the onslaught from 

scores of hungry LMS teachers.  

(Above and Left) 

Students, per-

formers and 

teacher Ligia Al-

banese dance 

and make music 

together Friday, 

February 9 at 

Ocean County 

Community Col-

lege as part of 

the “Las Cafete-

rias Show.” 



 LMS To Nominate  
Student to Attend  
Tech Trek Camp 
    Tech Trek is an exciting week-long summer camp for 
rising eighth-grade girls, focused on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM).   
    Last year, our 8th grade student Anahi Abrejo won a 
spot. This year LMS will nominate another Seventh Grader 
on the rise to attend camp at Stockton University the 
week of July 15-21, 2018. Good luck to all our nominees! 
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     The Franklin Institute museum in 
Philadelphia is a must see if you are 
visiting the city of 
brotherly love. A group 
of LMS students were 
lucky to experience the 
museum in early Febru-
ary. 
     This is a beautifully 
designed science cen-
ter with activities and 
demonstrations for 
people of every age. 
There are biomedical, 
aeronautical, meteoro-
logical, electrical, and 
math exhibits as well as 
the travelling exhibits 

which are comprehensive, exciting 
and educational. The students were 

able to visit those exhibits and par-
ticipate in the activities. 

     Sadly, all students 
who signed up were 
not able to attend, 
as transportation 
issues prevented 
both busses from 
making the trip. The 
PBSIS Committee is 
currently working to 
arrange transporta-
tion so those stu-
dents who had to 
return to class will 
again have an op-
portunity to visit the 
Institute this Spring.  
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Students Visit Franklin Institute 

     
    Lakewood’s Middle School Student Marco Alvarado 
Sanchez graced the pages of the National Youth 
Leadership Forum’s Explore STEM  Brochure. 
    Alverado was featured in the brochure as a result of 
his participation in the Forum’s 2017 summer pro-
gram. 
    This program is designed to give aspiring middle 
school students a hands-on introduction to careers in 
the highly competitive fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). The forum provides 
students with a broad range of academic and career 
insights through interactive simulations, workshops, 
and speaking events with STEM experts. We hope to 
have students attend the program this year!! Thank 
you Mrs. Jankowski for sharing the information! 

Youth Leadership Magazine 

Features Lakewood’s Own 

Marco Alverado Sanchez  

Is there anything you would like to see 

mentioned in PBSIS’s Quarterly news-

letter? Do you have ideas, questions, 

comments or concerns?  

If so, please contact LMS 6th Grade 

Teacher and PBSIS member Brian 

Quinlan, in Room 15.  

LMS’ top students of the first two marking peri-

ods will be recognized with an honorary break-

fast in the coming weeks! This is just one of the 

many rewards and privileges offered to high per-

forming students who meet our expectations.  

Students pose for a picture at the Franklin Institute 


